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Arts Culture Catawba promotes, nurtures, and
funds excellence in individuals and organizations
who provide creative experiences that enrich the
lives of residents and visitors of Catawba County.
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Nurture
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ARTS CULTURE CATAWBA STAFF

Ingrid Keller
Executive Director

Kelsey Graf
Data & Donor Services 

Administrator

Chris Coffey
Grants & Resources

Coordinator

Angel Pittman
Finance & Office Operations 

Associate

Kendra Williford
Marketing Manager

Rand Brandes
Partnership Manager
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS



Thank you to the SALT Block!
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Thank you to our State & National Partners!
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Thank you to our Government Partners!

Catawba County

City of Claremont

City of Conover

City of Hickory

City of Newton

Town of Maiden

Town of Catawba
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THANK YOU,

DONORS!



DONORS

Beaver Family Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James V. Tarlton, Jr.
TSH Charitable Foundation, Inc.

BENEFACTORS
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DONORS

George Foundation Inc.

VISIONARY

Mr. and Mrs. Boyd L. George
Kenneth K. and Suzanne G. Millholland

Endowment Fund
The Bolick Foundation

The Griffin Family Foundation

PRESERVER
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DONORS

Mr. and Mrs. Claude Shuford Abernethy III
Mr. and Mrs. David Bolick

Carpenter Decorating Company, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. William Faulkner

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Ferretti III
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Ferretti III

Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Fleetwood III
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Furtado

Ms. Joan E. Gardner
Ms. Kimberly George

Ms. Cathy Hunsucker and Mr. Tony Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. David Hayes
Hmong Heritage Run 5k
Mr. and Mrs. David Hood

PATRON
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DONORS

Mr. and Mrs. Kyle Johnson
L.B. Lane Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Lebens
Dr. and Mrs. David Ludwig

Martin Starnes and Associates, CPAs, PA
Dr. Summer and Dr. Glenn McGee

Mr. and Mrs. John Morrison
Piedmont Natural Gas Company

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Reynolds
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Rogers

Ms. Linda Shuford
Mr. and Mrs. James Teeter, Jr.

The Claude S. Jr. and Raenelle B. Abernethy Testamentary
Charitable Trust

AMN Healthcare Impact Fund at The Dallas Foundation
United Beverages of NC, LLC

Ms. Madeline Walle
Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Watson

Mrs. Donna S. Wright

PATRON
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DONORS

Ballenger Family Partnership
Ms. Angela B. Simmons and Mr. Jeff Behmer

Mr. and Mrs. James P. Benton, Jr.
Ms. Dorothy Collier Best

Dr. and Mrs. John C. Bools
Dr. and Mrs. Paul V. Caporossi

Ms. Sandra Pait-Clay and Dr. George Clay
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore S. Corwin, Jr.

Ms. Susan Daughtridge
Dr. Stephanie Lindsay and Dr. Venkatarama Donepudi

Dr. Jerry K. Froedge
Mr. and Mrs. John Geiger

Mr. and Mrs. Clement Geitner
Ms. Susan J. Goldstein

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Greathouse
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Grell

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Griffin
Mr. & Mrs. Lance Hight

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hildebrand
Mr. and Mrs. Robert I. Hooks

DONOR
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DONORS

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Huffman
Ms. Meredith L. Janssen

Mr. and Mrs. Jay Johnson
Ms. Ingrid Keller and Mr. Matt Ester

Mr. Kent Kerley and Mr. Thom Hutchens
Dr. and Mrs. Duane Kirkman

Mr. and Mrs. Landon B. Lane, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Lawhon III

Mr. and Mrs. Jearld Leonhardt
Ms. Chris Lavorata and Mr. Robert Mild

Mr. and Mrs. Lamar Mitchell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Mullinax

Mr. John C. Nelson
Ms. Michele Francois and Mr. Jeff Neuville

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Rodgers
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Seaver

Mr. George Snow
Dr. and Mrs. Otto Szentesi

The Center for Creative & Compassionate Communities
Mr. and Mrs. James Treadaway, Jr.

DONOR
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DONORS

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Barnes

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Barnhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Berry

Broome Insurance Agency, a Legacy Partner
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Bush, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Byrd
Cargo Transporters, Inc.
Mrs. Maryfrances Carter

Catawba Valley Health System
Mr. J. Donald Coleman

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Coley
Ms. Joyce G. Corbett

Davidson, Holland, Whitesell & Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Decker

Mrs. Becky Ferrell
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Glasheen
Mr. and Mrs. John Greenwell

Mr. and Mrs. Ryen Greer
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Isenhour
Mr. and Mrs. John Jonkhoff

Mr. and Mrs. Lutz Keller

Sustainability Society Commitments
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DONORS

Sustainability Society Commitments

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lackey, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Long

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lundy
Mrs. Nancy F. Matheson

Mr. and Mrs. David R. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Mull
North Hickory Market

O. Leonard Moretz Foundation
Ms. Monica Olinger

Peoples Bank
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Hickory, NC

Mr. John Pope
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dean Proctor

Rock House Brands
Mr. Michael Roper

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roseman, Jr.
Sarstedt, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Abel A. Shuford III
Shurtape Technologies

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Teeter
Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker III

Mr. and Mrs. Sherrill F. Young, Jr.



2025-2026 in Numbers
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CULTURE FORWARD: LAUNCHING CATAWBA 365

Since October 1st...

75 Organizations

45 Venues

150 Artist profiles
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4 ART WALL EXHIBITIONS | 5 FEATURED ARTISTS

Maria Register

Kim Bost

Joyce Vukela-Mayer

Stacey Pilkington Smith | Audrey Sherrill

2 MAKERS MIXERS

Local Musician Meet-up

SALT Block Foundation Friends
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ADVOCACY: POSITIVE COMMENTS CAMPAIGN
6 SPEAKERS | 4 MEETINGS

Catawba County Schools

Hickory Public Schools

City of Hickory

The Advocacy Task Force coordinated a Positive
Comments Campaign in which community

members delivered positive stories about the
impact of the arts at local government meetings

throughout Catawba County. The campaign placed
authentic community voices in front of elected
officials across multiple municipalities, building
visibility and goodwill for arts and culture at the

local government level.

6 speakers spoke at 4 different meetings to elected
officials of Catawba County Schools, Hickory Public

Schools and the City of Hickory. 



20

FISCAL AGENT SPONSORSHIP

Net Funds Raised:
$6,590

Runners
208

Volunteers:
49

TXHAWB HMOOB FOUNDATION
Achieved 501c3 status
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2025-2026
Total Volunteer Hours:

823
Value of Volunteer Hours:

$29,743.22
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Total Grants Awarded in
2025-2026

$338, 015



2025 United Arts Fund Allocations 

$189,466
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United Arts Fund: Funded Affiliates
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Catawba Science Center - $27,683
The Green Room Community Theatre - $24,649
Hickory Choral Society - $23,486
Hickory Community Theatre - $26,559
Hickory Landmarks Society - $18,292
Hickory Museum of Art - $26,540
Historical Association of Catawba County - $18,706
Western Piedmont Symphony - $23,551
Hickory Music Factory*

*Our newest Pilot Partner!

CONGRATULATIONS!



Amelia Gscheidmeier
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2026 Edna Bost Barringer
Young Artist Award

Winner of the 2026
Edna Bost Barringer Young Artist Award

for Performing Arts



2025-2026 
ARTIST SUPPORT GRANT RECIPIENTS

Artist Support Grant Region:
Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, Catawba, 

Iredell and McDowell Counties

$16,500
Total Awarded:

Ade Herbert
Capra Harris

Derick Stephenson
Francis Simeni*
Heather Savage

Lauren Cline

Margaret Jones
Maria Velez Campagna

Sarah Hawk
Suzanne McMahon

Traci Blasko*

*Catawba County Resident



Carolina Caring
 - The Art of Caregiving

Catawba County Council on Aging
 - Senior Social and Dance

Downtown Newton Development Association 
- Foothills Folk Art Festival

Men and Women Uplifting Communities 
- Kwanzaa Legacy

Southwest Community Watch 
- Conover Juneteenth Festival

Town of Maiden 
- Maiden Juneteenth Festival

Women's Resource Center 
- Art in the Park 26

2025-2026 
COMMUNITY CULTURAL FUND 

GRANT RECIPIENTS

to fund FREE local events
$9,500



Bunny Eaton

Sally Fanjoy and James Labrenz

Brandon Pope
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2025-2026 
INNOVATIVE ARTISTS PROJECT 

GRANT RECIPIENTS

Total Awarded:

$8,550



Appalachian State University
Catawba County Senior Nutrition Services

Catawba Science Center
Catawba County Schools

City of Hickory
Footcandle Film Society

Hart Square Foundation, Inc.
Hickory Ballet & Performing Arts

28

2025-2026 
PROJECTS POOL 

GRANT RECIPIENTS

Total Awarded:

$106,328

Hickory Choral Society
Hickory Community Theatre

Hickory Museum of Art
Hickory Music Factory

Lenoir-Rhyne University
The Green Room Community Theatre

Western Piedmont Symphony



Alexis Barber
Andy Escamilla

Erin Roper
Joyce Yang

Katie Tharpe
Lori Deal-Flynn

Molly Rice
Robbin Isenhour-Stewart

Samuel McCracken
Sara Echerd
Tina Kuba

2025-2026 
ARTS EDUCATION TEACHER 

GRANT RECIPIENTS

Total Awarded:

$5,500



Catawba Science Center

Hickory Choral Society

Hickory Landmarks Society

2025-2026 
STAFF AND BOARD DEVELOPMENT

GRANT RECIPIENTS

Total Awarded:

$1,171



Anita Doran & 
Andrew Straw
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Volunteers of the Year
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Past Volunteer(s) of the Year Winners

Thomas L. Cilley
H. D. Althouse

L. C. Gifford
T. R. Kramer

Robin F. Gatwood
Charles E. Jeffers

W. T. Nau
D. S. Menzies

Mrs. Harold G. Deal
Mrs. J. Earl Barringer
Mrs. H. Leslie Moody

Mrs. E. M. Fennell
Neill W. Clark, Jr. 

Robert E. Cline
Mrs. Sally Blackwelder

Mrs. Mary Hemphill

Mrs. Elsie B. Deaton
Mrs. H. Bryan Wilfong

Mrs. Shirley H. Meadows
D. Joe Long

William Anderson
Carolyn V. Isenhower

Mildred C. Shuford
Paul F. Fogleman

Robert T. Hambrick, Jr. 
J. Don Coleman

William Anderson
Irene Boliek

Margery S. Owsley
Anne S. Davis

Samuel H. Isenhower
David & Rae Hunsucker

Mildred C. Shuford
Charles M. Snipes

Becky Hart
Catherine Norris

Sandra & George Clay
Phyllis Whyland
Loudella Francis

Don Coleman
Marie Alix Geisler

Dr. & Mrs. Allen Huffman
Eileen Leach

Kenneth & Suzanne Millholland
Anne & Hugh Boyer

Brenda Cline
Martha Salwen

Nancy & David Zagaroli

Barbara Dugan
Mary Elizabeth Geitner

Al Bandy, Jr. 
Betty Lohr

Steve Austin & Jeff Mingus
Don Norwood
Hani Nassar

Landon Lane
Janet Matthews

Molly Bass
Sally Fanjoy & James Labrenz

David Millholland
Annarria Moose & Katharyn Portwood

Bonita & Vince Ferretti
Kathleen & Hamp Shuford
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